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and plantains, but could by no means prevail upon the in-
habitants to converse or traffick with them; however, they
were suffered by them to range the country without moles-
tation, but found no water, except at such a distance from
the sea, that the labour of conveying it to the ships was
greater.than it was, at that time, necessary for them to un-
dergo. Salt, had they wanted it, might have been ob-
tained with less trouble, being left by the sea upon the
sand, and hardened by the sun during the ebb, in such
quantities, that the chief traffick of their inland is carried
on with it.

January 31, they passed by St. Jago an island at that
time divided between the tiatives and the Portuguese,
who, first entering these islands under the show of traffick,
by degrees established themselves; claimed a superiority
over the original inhabitants; and harassed them with such
cruelty, that they obliged them either to fly to the woods and
mountains, and perish with hunger, or to take up arms
against their oppressors, and, under the insuperable, disad-
vantages with which they contended, to die, almost without
a battle, in defence of their natural rights land ancient pos-
sessions.

Such treatment had the natives of St. Jago received,
which had driven them into the rocky parts of the island,
from whence they made incursions into the plantations of
the Portuguese, sometimes with loss, but generally with
that success which desperation naturally procures; so that
the Portuguese were in continual alarms, and lived, with
the natural consequences of guilt, terrour, and anxiety*
They were wealthy, but riot happy, and possessed the
island, but not enjoyed it.

They then sailed on within sight of Fuego, an island so
called from a mountain, about the middle of it, continually
burning, and, like the rest, inhabited by the Portuguese;
two leagues to the south of which lies Brava, which has
received its name from its fertility, abounding, though un-
inhabited, with all kinds of fruits, and watered with great
numbers of springs and brooks, which would easily invite